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MCC Purpose Statement 
 

      The purpose of the Madison Christian Community  

       is to live faithfully and lovingly  

       with God, Neighbor, and Creation! 
 

www.madisonchristiancommunity.org                     608-836-1455 
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All are welcome!  
 

In the Spirit of Jesus, our community extends welcome to people of all ages, races, 

abilities, religious and denominational backgrounds, gender identities and 

expressions, and sexual orientations. Advent is a Reconciled in Christ congregation 

and Community of Hope is an Open and Affirming congregation.  
 

As a congregation that has committed to offer sanctuary, we trust in God embracing 

all of us regardless of ethnic or national identity, citizenship status, legal standing, or 

criminal history. 
 

 If you haven’t been here before, you might like to know… 

* Large Print Bulletins, hearing assistance devices, as well as Bible 

reading/coloring sheets and prayer request slips (to be shared during Prayers of 

Intercession) are available in the back of the sanctuary.  
 

* We appreciate the gift of seeing God through our children. Children’s tables are 

available in front with activities related to worship. If families are interested in 

childcare, a staffed nursery for those under 5 is also available downstairs.   
 

* We stand and sit in worship for both theological and human reasons, but you are 

welcome to join in body and spirit however is best for you. Please stand, sit, 

laugh, cry, reflect, clap, and participate in whatever way you need today. 
 

*    More information and a guest book are near the welcome center. The website 

includes current worship schedules, or contact Administrative Secretary Kaisa 

Miller in the office (kaisa@theMCC.net) for weekly news emails.  
 

*    An all-gender bathroom is located in the fellowship area, by the kitchen. 
 

A Word About Our Partnership — Madison Christian Community 

Advent Lutheran and Community of Hope are an ecumenical partnership and together 

are the Madison Christian Community. While each congregation has a life of its own, 

we own our building together, have a common budget, share in the education 

programs for all ages, fellowship events, and worship together throughout the year.  
 

Community of Hope, UCC Advent Lutheran, ELCA 
Sonja Ingebritsen, Pastor Nick Utphall, Pastor 

sonja@theMCC.net nick@theMCC.net  
 

Jen Streit, Children & Family Ministry 

jen@theMCC.net 



 3 

 

Taizé Service 
 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:1-3  

Gospel readings are NSRV (Nick Special Re-done Version) 
 

GATHERING HYMN Blest Are They bulletin p10 

 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:4 

 

KYRIE 
 

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Gloria 

 
 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:5 
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FIRST READING  Micah 6:1-8 

The readings are available on the coloring handout sheet. 
 

The readings conclude: 

For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God spoken to us, 

for the Word of God in Jesus: Thanks be to God. 
 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:6 
 

PSALMODY Psalm 15 

The congregation sings the response continuously as the Psalm is read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:7 
 

SECOND READING 1st Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          Linda Pils 
 

ACCLAMATION Alleluia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:8 

 

 

RESPONSE Alleluia 

 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 

We are all pilgrims, seekers after truth.  

Believing in Christ does not mean possessing truth,  

but letting him, who is truth, take hold of us,  

and heading towards its full revelation. 
 

What is and will always remain utterly and surprisingly new  

is that Jesus communicated God’s light through a simple life.  

The divine life made him still more human.  

God renewed trust in human beings  

and enabled us to believe in humankind.  

Ever since then, we can no longer despair either of the world or of ourselves. 
 

By accepting a violent death without responding with violence,  

Jesus brought God’s love where there was only hatred.  

On the cross, he refused fatalism and passivity.  

He loved to the very end and,  

despite the absurd and incomprehensible character of suffering,  

he kept on trusting that God is greater than evil  

and that death would not have the last word.  

Paradoxically, his suffering on the cross became the sign of his infinite love. 
 

And God raised him from the dead.  

Christ does not only belong to the past; he is here for us in each new day.  

He communicates the Holy Spirit, who enables us to live with God’s own life. 

The center of our faith is the Risen Christ, present in our midst,  

who has a personal bond of love with each person. 

 

 

MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:9 
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INVITATION TO PEACE 
 

 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  

Thank you! Your financial support of MCC in offerings is important, including for upkeep 

like a new vacuum head, plumbing issues, possible new custodial help from Emma, 

plowing contracts, fluorescent light bulbs, dish soap, and on and on. It’s ministry!  
 

The Treasury of Love wrote two checks last week - $200 for partial back rent and $200 

for a water bill. The basket on the communion table is always available for your 

contributions to help people in need. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING             Amazing Grace                           arr. by Sandra Eithum 
 

OFFERTORY Ubi Caritas 
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MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:10 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Each petition concludes with the response “O Lord, hear my prayer…” 

You may continue to hum the tune during the spoken petitions. 
At the end of the prayers, we sing the closing response “The Lord is my song…”  
 

God of steadfast love and goodness, you abide faithfully with us, even when our feet 

stray. Calling us back to you, you hear our prayer … response 
 

You rule with parental love over earth and heaven. Blessing all creation, you hear 

our prayer … response 
 

Rulers desire to see what you reveal to mere children. Still, make your saving way 

of peace known among nations. As we listen to young voices and delight in the 

faith of our youth, you hear our prayer … response 
 

When we must endure with patience, give us strength of prayer and knowledge of 

you. Trusting we share with the saints in light, you hear our prayer … response 
 
 

You know our needs and our longing for answers, including…  

Pause for other petitions, silent or aloud … You are our song … closing response 
 

For the week of February 2-8 prayers especially for Hope members: Lois & Hirochika 
Komai; Rachel Lee and Advent members: Ulrich Rosenhagen & Jennifer Ratner-

Rosenhagen, Amelie, Jonah; John & Mary Rowe; Dean Ryerson 
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PRAYER OF JESUS 

We pray as Jesus taught us. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
MEDITATIVE REFLECTION on Matthew 5:11-12 

 
BLESSING 
 

What is new in the Gospel is not so much that God is a Source of goodness, but 

that human beings can and should act in the image of their Creator: “Be merciful, 

as your Father is merciful! Be children of God,” who are able to respond to evil 

with good, to hatred with love. By living a universal compassion, by forgiving 

those who hurt us, witness that the God of mercy is present at the heart of the 

world, in our midst. The presence in your hearts of divine love in person, the Holy 

Spirit, enables you to live in this way. Amen 

 
CLOSING RESPONSE Raise a Song of Gladness 

 
 

COMMISSION 
 

Go in peace, privileged in Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE   

You are invited to pause at the piano to enjoy the music prepared for the postlude. 
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 Blest Are They (ELW 728) 
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THANK YOU to today’s worship and fellowship leaders: 

 

Coffee Klatsch:  Dan Streit 

Snow Captain:  Taylor Ahmed 

Nursery Staff:  Mariah Hulsether Brugge 

 Nursery Volunteer:  Sophia Traun 

Ring to Worship:   Kimberly Hagelbarger 

Worship Host:   Kelle Adams 

Altar Flowers:   Kathy Johnson 

Candles/Prayer Bell:   Thomas Wildman 

Readers:    Martha Wildman, Katie Wildman 

Greeters:   Karen Schwarz (Main Entrance) 

   Carmen & Dean Traun (Sanctuary) 

Ushers: Martha Frey & John Mason 

Pianist/Hymn Selector:  LisaAnn Trembath 

Cantor:     Sarah Zutz 

Handchimes: Kimberly Hagelbarger, Colleen Cobey, Roanna   

Brazier, Jan Robertson, Sybil Klatt, Gretchen Wahl, 

Rita Olson, Virginia Stumbo, Anna Ohlrooge and Lois 

Komai. 

 Bulletin Folding: Dobbin & Myrna McNatt 

 

 

The Taizé Community is an ecumenical Christian monastic community in France, 

founded in 1940 by Brother Roger. It has become one of the world’s most important 

sites of Christian pilgrimage, with a focus on youth. Over 100,000 people from 

around the world visit each year for prayer, study, sharing, and communal work.  
 

The music of Taizé is intended to be sung many times for meditation. The community 

describes its song this way: “Singing is one of the most important forms of prayer. A 

few words sung over and over reinforce a basic reality of faith that can quickly be 

grasped by the intellect, and gradually penetrates the heart and the whole being.” 
 
 
 

Songs not from ELW are reprinted from Songs & Prayers from Taizé, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. 

except Lord’s Prayer, Music Joseph Gelineau, © 1998 Les Presses Taize, OneLicense.Net #A-710983 

Statement of Faith adapted from Brother Alois, Letter 2012 – Towards a New Solidarity. 

https://www.taize.fr/en_article13236.html 

Blessing adapted from A Letter from Taizé, 2003/4. https://www.taize.fr/en_article344.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monasticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brother_Roger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrimage
https://www.taize.fr/en_article344.html
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Activities of the Week   
Today  February 2     

 9:00am Adult Education 

   Sunday School 

   Chime Choir Rehearsal 
 10:15am Worship 

 11:30am Soup-er Bowl Sunday 
 

Monday February 3     

 7:15am MCC Men at the Memorial Union 

 5:30pm Monday Meditation 

 6:00pm Land Acknowledgement Group 
 

Tuesday  February 4 

 9:00am MCC Quilting Day 
 10:30am GEMS at MCC 

 12:00pm Staff Meeting 
 

Wednesday February 5     
 6:30am CoH Men’s Breakfast Group at The Original Pancake House 

 7:00am CoH Women’s Breakfast at Hubbard Ave Diner 

 3:30pm Marvelous Matthew Bible Study 
 6:30pm Confirmation 
 

Thursday February 6    

 7:00am MCC Women at Panera Bread 
 

Friday February 7       Pastor Sonja & Pastor Nick’s Sabbath; Office Closed 

                Mt Morris Men’s Retreat 
 

Next Sunday February 9     

 9:00am Adult Education 

   High School Social Hour at Panera 
   Sunday School 

 9:00am Chime Choir Rehearsal 

 10:15am Worship 
 3:00pm MCC at the Movies: Just Mercy 
 

 


